FOUNDATIONS OF THE PATH

¢

Where the work begins: the paths available to us, what initiation actually

means, and the conditions that make a real student.
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WHAT IS GNOSIS?

Knowledge of the Being: the doctrine of the eye against the doctrine of the heart, and the four pillars of integral
knowledge.

(- WHAT IS GNOSIS?:}

s " =9 e iE

€D KNOWLEDGE

Gnosis means knowledge: an
inner understanding that seeks
to bring us closer to the Being.

(@ UNIVERSAL WISDOM )

Its principles appear in ancient
cultures of East and West.
It is a philosophia perennis

., et universalis.
AT 5N 'l \

(€D DOCTRINE OF THE EYE |(( DOCTRINE OF THE HEART |

Intellect - Deduction - Intuition « Inspiration -
Subjective reason - Concepts - Objective reason - Consciousness
Comparisons + Imitation Intelligence - Sensitivity
Theoretical knowledge Direct knowledge

=\
(¢ E
@ THE FOUR PILLARS |((@® SEARCH FOR TRUTH
SCIENCE: the Royal The doctrine of the eye provides
Art of nature. theoretical knowledge; the doctrine
"""""""""""" s of the heart offers direct knowledge.
@ ART: messages B /o
to Consciousness. -

RELIGION: re-ligare,

unioén with the origin.

" _SCIENCE + ART + PHILOSOPHY + RELIGION =/"'
iz INTEGRAL KNOWLEDGE 3
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THE PATH AND LIFE

The horizontal life of circumstance against the vertical path of consciousness, and the SOL key for returning to oneself.

¢

(2

> THE PATH AND LIFE

Two directions in human experience <

(€» puaL NATURE

Biological:

responds to
the interests \
of nature.

Spiritual:
responds to -
the interests
of the Being.

N
@ MECHANICAL LIFE

Humanity usually moves forward
subject to circumstances, reacting
without self-awareness.

\( @ HORIZONTAL LIFE |

It has a beginning and an end. It
is shaped by daily events and
follows the interests of nature.

(3 KNOWLEDGE AND CHANGE

The Path is conscious and voluntary.
It seeks objective knowledge and
requires radical transformation.

(Q PRACTICE: THE SOL KEY
SUBJECT: > S “
@/ Who am I? '/’ ¢ b

s=)g\ OBJECT: @
ZER P4

= | LOCATION: 7
A Where am 12 “>~eeoos””
% .2 =4
2L/ Life as an end leads to disappointment and suffering. 2
=3 = Lived as a means of walking the Path, it can lead to

\_7/ 7\ triumph and the inner Self-realization of the Being. )
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THE FOUR PATHS TO SELF-REALIZATION

Fakir, Monk, Yogi and the Fourth Path of total balance, with the three factors of the revolution of conscionsness.

(2

THE FOUR PATHS TO
SELF-REALIZATION

PATH O PATH OF THE PATH OF THE
FA MONK: YOGL
PHYS EMOTIONAL MENTAL
MAST TRANSFORMATION B DISCIPLINE

Focuses on Centers on
developing will and developing higher Achieves mastery of
discipline through emotions, the mind through deep
total control of mysticism, and concentration and
the physical body. internal change. internal meditation.

P N\

W}_

Z—\"’)

THE FOURTH PATH: TOTAL BALANCE

Integrates all disciplines to live consciously
in the world without being a victim to it.

BE BORN SACRIFICE FOR
(SPIRIT) HUMANITY

FOUNDATIONS OF THE PATH
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INITIATION: THE PATH BACK TO OUR DIVINE ORIGIN

The lesser and greater mysteries, the trials of the four elements, and the Guardian of the Threshold.

- INITIATION -

— THE PATH BACK TO OUR DIVINE ORIGIN —

It is the entrance onto the Path that will lead us
back to our Divine origin.

Initiation is our
own life, lived
wisely and
intensely. 99

5 INITIATIONS OF EARTH TRIAL
THE GREATER MYSTERIES | NGBy, méepencence om

material things.
They are qualified through

Death, Birth, and Sacrifice. / A \ WATER TRlAL
%@LTN ESS > A Adaptation to circumstances.

o AIR TRIAL
9 INITMTIONS OF Detachment, fearlessness.
THE LESSER MYSTERIES

More demanding levels of ,‘ FIRE TRIAL

the trials of the Elements.
-

Serenity, patience, gentleness.

THE THREE FACTORS
OF THE REVOLUTION |
OF CONSCIOUSNESS

! 1.TODE  270BEBORN 3.SACRIFICE
@ FOR HUMANITY
In Initiation, one advances by working intensely
pe

with the three factors of the Revolution
of Consciousness.

TRIALS OF THE GUARDI&N OF THE THRESHOLD
Astral World: desires and emotions.
,“@5‘ Mental World: thoughts.

() Causal World: deeds and attitudes.

On the initiatic Path, we must first
become masters of ourselves, controlling
our nature, which is constituted by

the four elements.

FOUNDATIONS OF THE PATH
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THE FOUR CONDITIONS FOR BECOMING A THEURGIST

Know how to suffer, to be silent, to abstain and to die. Source: Manual of Practical Magic, ch. 1.

(2

THE FOUR CONDITIONS
2 FOR BECOMING A THEURGIST

The true magician first learns to govern himself

vi*\‘\\ss

without complamt
4 hatred, or
\ resentment.

ExampLE: | [ - EXAMPLE:
When offended, { %) Do not reveal
observe your reaction a confidence or

and respond calmly. E m:::llas(:sgy

Understand and
Consciously dissolve

renounce desires psychological

thatweaken [ B =) doects sothat
the will. B ] new behavior
g can be born.

EXAMPLE: v EXAMPLE:
Stop a harmful : @ 2/ Recognize pride, ||
impulse, even & /i understand it, and
when you could y £/ stop acting from it.

satisfy it.

SUFFERWITHI]IIT | @ BE SILENT ‘ ABSTAINWITH 364_ PUT THE EGO
WITHWISDOM WILLPOWER | /7~ TODEATH

@ Source: Manual of Practical Magic - ch. 1

RESENTMENT

FOUNDATIONS OF THE PATH
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Lunar bodies and solar bodies, the seven dimensions, and the making of the authentic man through internal

THE INTERNAL EVOLUTION: LUNAR VS. SOLAR

alchemyy.

The Internal Evolution:
Lunar vs. Solar

Humanity is an incomplete “being” possessing the
potential to evolve from natural, cold states to radiant,
authentic existence through internal alchemy.

Lunar Bodies: The Solar Bodies:
Intellectual Animal The Authentic Man

& N
Cold, embryonic forms created Radiant, sublime bodies created
naturally that represent an through Alchemy that grant real
incomplete state of being. existence in internal worlds.

Evolution Through Internal Alchemy

Man is not a finished product but has the
inherent values to “create” himself.

The 7 Dimensions of Being

Atmic

The True Man consists of seven bodies (Physical to Atmic)
spanning the 3rd to 7th dimensions.

FOUNDATIONS OF THE PATH
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SERIOUS?

Gurdjieff on the circle of trivialities, and the one aim that deserves our complete seriousness.

(2

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SERIOUS?

Gurdjieff on what truly deserves our attention

€) 1. THE QUESTION

Gurdjieff asked: \"

“What does it mean
to be serious?”

€D 2. THE COMMON ANSWER

“To have a serious attitude @«
toward everything,” .
someone replied.

This is what most
people assume.

" @ 3. THE REAL QUESTION

A serious attitude does not
automatically make something
important.

The real question is:

To recognize the “general law,”
escape mechanical repetition
and become free.

This is the matter that
deserves complete
seriousness.

.\ [- —
o 4. THE CIRCLE OF TRIVIALITIES

Many people revolve endlessly around
insignificant interests and petty aims,
unaware of what they are losing.

‘ What matters to a prisoner
sentenced to death?
Only this:
> How can | save myself'!‘

> How can | escape?
| Nothing else is serious.

IF7
‘ PRACTICE:
1 Ask yourself:
| » What am | taking
seriously today?
« Does it lead toward
freedom or repetition?

AN ———

+ TO BECOME FREE: +
THAT ISE¢SERIOUS AIM
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